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Testimonials

Self-study is my preferred way to prep, but I often
felt myself missing a few questions each test.
Especially for Logic Games, I wanted to see those
key inferences which I just couldn't seem to spot on
my own. That's where Hacking The LSAT came in.
These solutions have been a tremendous help for my
prep, and in training myself to think the way an
experienced test taker would.

- Spencer B.

Graeme paraphrases the question in plain terms,
and walks through each step in obtaining the right
answer in a very logical way. This book uses the
same techniques as other guides, but its so much
more consistent and concise! By the time you read
through all the tests, you've gradually developed
your eye for the questions. Using this book is a great
way to test your mastery of techniques!

-Sara L.

Graeme's explanations have the most logical and
understandable layout I've seen in an LSAT prep
book. The explanations are straightforward and easy
to understand, to the point where they make you
smack your forehead and say 'of course!

- Michelle V.

"Graeme is someone who clearly demonstrates not
only LSAT mastery, but the ability to explain it in a
compelling manner. This book is an excellent
addition to whatever arsenal you're amassing to
tackle the LSAT."

- J.Y. Ping, 7Sage LSAT,
www.7Sage.com

I did not go through every single answer but rather
used the explanations to see if they could explain
why my answer was wrong and the other correct. I
thought the breakdown of "Type", "Conclusion",
"Reasoning" and "Analysis" was extremely useful in
simplifying the question. As for quality of the
explanations I'd give them a 10 out of 10.

- Christian F.

LSAT PrepTests come with answer keys, but it isn't
sufficient to know whether or not you picked the
credited choice to any given question. The key

to making significant gains on this test is
understanding the logic underlying the questions.

This is where Graeme's explanations really shine.
You may wonder whether your reasoning for a
specific question is sound. For the particularly
challenging questions, you may be at a complete loss
as to how they should be approached.

Having these questions explained by Graeme who
scored a 177 on the test is akin to hiring an elite
tutor at a fraction of the price. These straightforward
explanations will help you improve your
performance and, more fundamentally, enhance
your overall grasp of the test content.

- Morley Tatro, Cambridge LSAT,
www.cambridgelsat.com

Through his conversational tone, helpful
introductions, and general recommendations and
tips, Graeme Blake has created an enormously
helpful companion volume to The Next Ten Actual
Official LSATs. He strikes a nice balance between
providing the clarity and basic explanation of the
questions that is needed for a beginner and
describing the more complicated techniques that are
necessary for a more advanced student.

Even though the subject matter can be quite dry,
Graeme succeeds in making his explanations fun
and lighthearted. This is crucial: studying for the
LSAT is a daunting and arduous task. By injecting
some humor and keeping a casual tone, the painful
process of mastering the LSAT becomes a little less
painful.

When you use Hacking The LSAT in your studying,
you will feel like you have a fun and knowledgeable
tutor guiding you along the way.

- Law Schuelke, LSAT Tutor,
www.lawLSAT.com



Graeme's explanations are clear, concise and
extremely helpful. They've seriously helped me
increase my understanding of the LSAT material!

-Jason H.

Graeme’s book brings a different view to
demystifying the LSAT. The book not only explains
the right and wrong answers, but teaches you how to
read the reading comprehension and the logical
reasoning questions. His technique to set up the
games rule by rule help me not making any fatal
mistakes in the set up. The strategies he teaches can
be useful for someone starting as much as for
someone wanting to perfect his strategies. Without
his help my LSAT score would have been average, he
brought my understanding of the LSAT and my
score to a higher level even if english is not my
mother tongue.

- Patrick Du.

This book is a must buy for any who are looking to
pass or improve their LSAT, I highly recommend it.

- Patrick Da.

This book was really useful to help me understand
the questions that I had more difficulty on. When I
was not sure as to why the answer to a certain
question was that one, the explanations helped me
understand where and why I missed the right
answer in the first place. I recommend this book to
anyone who would like to better understand the
mistakes they make.

- Pamela G.

Graeme's book is filled with thoughtful and helpful
suggestions on how to strategize for the LSAT test. It
is well-organized and provides concise explanations
and is definitely a good companion for LSAT
preparation.

- Lydia L.

The explanations are amazing, great job. I can hear
your voice in my head as I read through the text.

- Shawn M.

Hacking the LSAT, especially the logic games
sections, was extremely helpful to my LSAT
preparation.

The one downside to self study is that sometimes we
do not know why we got a question wrong and

thus find it hard to move forward. Graeme’s book
fixes that; it offers explanations and allows you to
see where you went wrong. This is an extremely
helpful tool and I'd recommend it to anybody that's
looking for an additional study supplement.

- Joseph C.

Regardless of how well you're scoring on the LSAT,
this book is very helpful. I used it for LR and RC. It
breaks down and analyzes each question without the
distraction of classification and complicated
methods you'll find in some strategy books. Instead
of using step-by-step procedures for each question,
the analyses focus on using basic critical thinking
skills and common sense that point your intuition in
the right direction. Even for questions you're getting
right, it still helps reinforce the correct thought
process. A must-have companion for reviewing prep
tests.

- Christine Y.

Take a thorough mastery of the test, an easygoing
demeanor, and a genuine desire to help, and you've
got a solid resource for fine-tuning your approach
when you're tirelessly plowing through test after
test. Written from the perspective of a test-taker,
this book should help guide your entire thought
process for each question, start to finish.

- Yoni Stratievsky, Harvard Ready,
www.harvardready.com

This LSAT guide is the best tool I could have when
preparing for the LSAT. Not only does Graeme do a
great job of explaining the sections as a whole, he
also offers brilliant explanations for each question.
He takes the time to explain why an answer is
wrong, which is far more helpful when trying to
form a studying pattern.

- Amelia F.
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INTRODUCTION

Introduction

The LSAT is a hard test.

The only people who write the LSAT are smart
people who did well in University. The LSAT takes
the very best students, and forces them to compete.

If the test’s difficulty shocked you, this is why. The
LSAT is a test designed to be hard for smart people.

That’s the bad news. But there’s hope. The LSAT is a
standardized test. It has patterns. It can be learned.

To get better, you have to review your mistakes.
Many students write tests and move on, without
fully understanding their mistakes.

This is understandable. The LSAC doesn’t publish
official explanations for most tests. It’s hard to be
sure why you were wrong.

That’s where this book comes in. It’s a companion for
The Next Ten Actual Official LSATs. (LSATs 29-38)

This book lets you see where you went wrong. It has
a full walk through of each question and of every
answer choice. You can use this book to fix your
mistakes, and make sure you understand
everything.

By getting this book, you've shown that you're
serious about beating this test. I sincerely hope it
helps you get the score you want.

There are a few things that I'd like to highlight.

Logical Reasoning: It can be hard to identify
conclusions. You don’t get feedback on whether you
identified the conclusion correctly.

This book gives you that feedback. I've identified the
conclusion and the reasoning for each argument. Try
to find these on your own beforehand, and make
sure they match mine.

Logic Games: Do the game on your own before
looking at my explanation. You can’t think about a
game unless you’re familiar with the rules. Once you
read my explanations, draw my diagrams yourself
on a sheet of paper. You'll understand them much
better by recopying them.

Reading Comprehension: You should form a
mental map of the passage. This helps you locate
details quickly when needed. Make a 1-2 line
summary of each paragraph (it can be a mental
summary).

I've written my own summaries for each passage.
They show the minimum amount of information
that you should know after reading a passage,
without looking back.

Always do these three things:

1. Know the point of the passage.

2. Understand the passage, in broad terms. Reread
anything you don’t understand.

3. Know where to find details. That’s the point of the
paragraph summaries. I usually do mine in my head,
and they’re shorter than what I've written.

If you do these three things, you can answer most
Reading Comprehension questions with ease.

Other Resources

This is volume I of my explanations for The Next
Ten Actual Official LSATs.

This volume covers LSATs 29-33. If you don’t
already have it, volume II covers LSATs 34-38.

This book assumes some basic familiarity with LSAT
concepts such as formal logic. There wasn’t space to
add more general tips - this book is already pretty
big.

If you need introductory help, check out
www.lsathacks.com or www.reddit.com/r/LSAT,
where I'm the moderator.

Good luck!

Graeme

p.s. I'm a real person, and I want to know how the
LSAT goes and what you think of this book. Send me
an email at graeme@lsathacks.com!

p-p-s. If you like this book, please let everyone
know by leaving an Amazon review. I'd really
appreciate it!



INTRODUCTION

How To Use This Book

The word “Hacking” in the title is meant in the
sense used by the tech world and Lifehacker:
“solving a problem” or “finding a better way”.

The LSAT can be beaten, but you need a good
method. My goal is for you to use this book to
understand your mistakes and master the test.

This book is not a replacement for practicing LSAT
questions on your own.

You have to try the questions by yourself first. When
you review, try to see why you were wrong before
you look at my explanations.

Active review will teach you to fix your own
mistakes. The explanations are there for when you
have difficulty solving on a question on your own.

When you do use the explanations, have the
question on hand. These explanations are not meant
to be read alone. You should use them to help you
think about the questions more deeply.

Most of the logical reasoning explanations are pretty
straightforward. Necessary assumption questions
are often an exception, so I want to give you some
guidance to help you interpret the explanations.

The easiest way to test the right answer on a
necessary assumption question is to “negate” it.

You negate a statement by making it false, in the
slightest possible way. For example, the negation of
“The Yankees will win all their games” is “The
Yankees will not win all their games (they will lose at
least one).”

You don’t have to say that the Yankees will lose
every game. That goes too far.

If the negation of an answer choice proves the
conclusion wrong, then that answer is necessary to
the argument, and it’s the correct answer.

Often, I negate the answer choices when explaining
necessary assumption questions, so just keep in
mind why they’re negated.
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Logic games also deserve special mention.

Diagramming is a special symbolic language that
you have to get comfortable with to succeed.

If you just look at my diagrams without making
them yourself, you may find it hard to follow along.
You can only learn a language by using it yourself.

So you will learn much more if you draw the
diagrams on your own. Once you’ve seen how I do a
setup, try to do it again by yourself.

With constant practice, you will get better at
diagramming, and soon it will come naturally.

But you must try on your own. Draw the diagrams.

Note that when you draw your own diagrams, you
don’t have to copy every detail from mine. For
example, I often leave off the numbers when I do
linear games. I've included them in the book,
because they make it easier for you to follow along.

But under timed conditions, I leave out many details
so that I can draw diagrams faster. If you practice
making drawings with fewer details, they become
just as easy to understand.

Keep diagrams as minimal as possible.

If you simply don’t like the way I draw a certain rule
type, then you can substitute in your own style of
diagram. Lots of people succeed using different
styles of drawing.

Just make sure your replacement is easy to draw
consistently, and that the logical effect is the same.
I've chosen these diagrams because they are clear,
they’re easy to draw, and they keep you from
forgetting rules.



INTRODUCTION

Short Guide to Logical Reasoning

Must be True: The correct answer is true.

Most Strongly Supported: The correct answer is
probably true.

Strengthen/Weaken: The answer is correct if it
even slightly strengthens/weakens the argument.

Parallel Reasoning: The correct answer will mirror
the argument’s structure exactly. It is often useful to
diagram these questions (but not always).

Sufficient Assumption: The correct answer will
prove the conclusion. It’s often useful to diagram
sufficient assumption questions. For example:

The conclusion is: A= D
There is a gap between premises and conclusion:
A B—C—D missinglinkiA—BorB—A

A—=B—C D missinglink:C—Dorb—¢€

A—B C—D missinglink:B—Cor €— B
The right answer will provide the missing link.

Necessary Assumption: The correct answer will be
essential to the argument’s conclusion. Use the
negation technique: If the correct answer is false
(negated), then the argument falls apart.

The negation of hot is “not hot” rather than cold.

Point at Issue: Point at Issue questions require two
things. 1. The two speakers must express an opinion
on something. 2. They must disagree about it.

Flawed Reasoning: The correct answer will be a
description of a reasoning error made in the
argument. It will often be worded very abstractly.

Practice understanding the answers, right and
wrong. Flawed Reasoning answers are very abstract,
but they all mean something. Think of examples to
make them concrete and easier to understand.
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Take the phrase: “All cats have tails.”

“Cats” is the sufficient condition. Knowing that
something is a cat is “sufficient” for us to say that it
has a tail. “Tails” is a necessary condition, because
you can’t be a cat without a tail. You can draw this
sentenceasC— T

The contrapositive is a correct logical deduction,
and reads “anything without a tail is not a cat.” You
can draw this as F — €. Notice that the terms are
reversed, and negated.

Incorrect Reversal: “Anything with a tail is a cat.”
This is a common logical error on the LSAT.

T— C (Wrong! Dogs have tails and aren’t cats. )

Incorrect Negation: “If it is not a cat, it doesn’t
have a tail.” This is another common error.

€ — T (Wrong! Dogs aren’t cats, but have tails.)

General Advice: Always remember what you are
looking for on each question. The correct answer on
a strengthen question would be incorrect on a
weaken question.

Watch out for subtle shifts in emphasis between the
stimulus and the incorrect answer choices. An
example would be the difference between “how
things are” and “how things should be.”

Justify your answers. If you're tempted to choose an
answer choice that says something like the sentence
below, then be sure you can fill in the blank:

Answer Choice Says: “The politician attacked his
opponents’ characters”,

Fill In The Blank: “The politician said
about his opponents’ characters.”

If you cannot say what the attack was, you can’t pick
that answer. This applies to many things. You must
be able to show that the stimulus supports your idea.



INTRODUCTION

A Few Logic Games Tips

Rule 1: When following along with my explanations....draw the diagrams yourself, too!

This book will be much more useful if you try the
games by yourself first. You must think through
games on your own, and no book will do that for
you. You must have your mind in a game to solve it.

Use the explanations when you find a game you
can’t understand on your own, or when you want to
know how to solve a game more efficiently.

Some of the solutions may seem impossible to get on
your own. It’s a matter of practice. When you learn
how to solve one game efficiently, solving other
games becomes easier too.

Try to do the following when you solve games:

Work With What Is Definite: Focus on what
must be true. Don’t figure out every possibility.

Draw Your Deductions: Unsuccessful students
often make the same deductions as successful
students. But the unsuccessful students forget their
deductions, 15 seconds later! I watch this happen.

Draw your deductions, or you'll forget them. Don’t
be arrogant and think this doesn’t happen to you. It
would happen to me if I didn’t draw my deductions.

Draw Clear Diagrams: Many students waste time
looking back and forth between confusing pictures.
They’ve done everything right, but can’t figure out
their own drawings!

You should be able to figure out your drawings 3
weeks later. If you can’t, then they aren’t clear
enough. I'm serious: look back at your old drawings.
Can you understand them? If not, you need a more
consistent, cleaner system.

Draw Local Rules: When a question gives you a
new rule (a local rule), draw it. Then look for
deductions by combining the new rule with your
existing rules. Then double-check what you’re being
asked and see if your deduction is the right answer.
This works 90% of the time for local rule questions.
And it’s fast.
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If you don’t think you have time to draw diagrams
for each question, practice drawing them faster. It’s
a learnable skill, and it pays off.

Try To Eliminate a Few Easy Answer Choices
First: You'll see examples in the explanations that
show how certain deductions will quickly get rid of
1-3 answer choices on many questions. This saves
time for harder answer choices and it frees up
mental space.

You don’t have to try the answer choices in order,
without thinking about them first.

Split Games Into Two Scenarios When
Appropriate: If a rule only allows something to be
one of two ways (e.g. F is in 1 or 7), then draw two
diagrams: one with F in 1, and one with F in 7. This
leads to extra deductions surprisingly often. And it
always makes the game easier to visualize.

Combine Rules To Make Deductions: Look for
variables that appear in multiple rules. These can
often be combined. Sometimes there are no
deductions, but it’s a crime not to look for them.

Reread The Rules: Once you’ve made your
diagram, reread the rules. This lets you catch any
mistakes, which are fatal. It doesn’t take very long,
and it helps you get more familiar with the rules.

Draw Rules Directly On The Diagram: Mental
space is limited. Three rules are much harder to
remember than two. When possible, draw rules on
the diagram so you don’t have to remember them.

Memorize Your Rules: You should memorize
every rule you can’t draw on the diagram. It doesn’t
take long, you'll go faster, and you’ll make fewer
mistakes. Try it, it’s not that hard.

If you spend 30 seconds doing this, you’ll often save
a minute by going through the game faster.

You should also make a numbered list of rules that
aren’t on the diagram, in case you need to check
them.



